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Dear Sirs: 



In accordance with 37 CF.R. § 1.56, the references set forth below and listed on 
the attached form PTO/SB/ 08 A are being brought to the attention of the Examiner for 
consideration in connection with the examination of the above-identified patent 
application. Copies of the non-U.S. cited references are enclosed. 



U.S. Patent No 
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Foreign Patent No. Country 



EP 0 676 500 



Europe 
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This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited 
publications are material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no 
other relevant information exists. Nor shall the citation of any publication herein be 
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cited information. 



It is respectfully requested that the Examiner indicate consideration of the cited 
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appropriate marks. 
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USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
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